
January 15, 2003 620 Washington Street

Covington, KY 41011-2314

(859) 491-6200

491-6201 Fax

Mr. Kevin Lynch

Catholic Men’s Fellowship, Inc.

P.O. Box 42488

Cincinnati, OH 45242

We are writing to acquaint you with the fact that one of your principal invited speakers at the upcoming March 29,

2003 Answer the Call Conference is pro-abortion.  Former Oklahoma governor Frank Keating supports the

destruction of preborn babies for the crimes of their father, i.e., rape and incest.  We verified our recollection by

contacting American Life League, who sent us his Issue Positions Data (enclosed) as reported by the National

Political Awareness Test (NPAT).  Favoring the killing of innocent unborn children is never “Pro-Life.”  Those who

would restrict the legality of abortion to certain circumstances may be “less pro-death,” but they are not Pro-Life.

We trust that now that you are aware of the position of this man, totally at odds with the official teaching of the

Catholic Faith, that his appearance will be canceled, so as to avoid the incalculable scandal that would be given to

the faithful by his being honored as a speaker under Catholic auspices.

If he were the Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan, would he be invited to speak at a Catholic conference?  Or if he

were actively involved with a group advocating the killing of Jewish people?  Or a group favoring taking the vote

away from women?  We think we all know the answer to those questions.  How then can he be invited to speak

under Catholic sponsorship, when he has publicly adopted a position contrary to what our Holy Father has many

times designated as “the most important issue,” the protection of all innocent human life?

Many Catholic dioceses have automatically excluded from appearing on diocesan facilities any person who favors

the destruction of innocent human life.  To permit such a person to speak on Catholic facilities is to imply that the

Church’s teaching that every abortion is evil, is not morally correct, or that the issue is one upon which reasonable

Christians may disagree.

Bishop James Timlin of Scranton, PA, Bishop Thomas V. Daly of Brooklyn, NY, Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz of

Lincoln, NB, and Cardinal John O’Connor of New York City, and others, have specifically rejected appearing with

such persons, or permitting them to appear on their diocesan properties, to avoid the giving of scandal.

Such policy has been adopted also by the Knights of Columbus:

“...we again affirm our policy of not inviting to any Knights of Columbus event persons, especially

public officials or candidates for office, who do not support the legal protection of unborn children

against abortion or who advocate the legislation of euthanasia or assisted suicide; or not allowing

such persons to rent or otherwise use facilities over which we have control; and of not bestowing on
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them honors or privileges of our Order of any kind, inviting them to serve as honorary chairpersons

of events, celebrations or committees, or allowing them to hold any office in the Knights of

Columbus.”

The furnishing of a forum for such a person would demean our Catholic principles, and would certainly facilitate

the deception of the faithful.  Actions do indeed have consequences.  Surely we cannot be modern-day Pontius

Pilates, futilely attempting to cleanse our hands of innocent blood spilled through our complicity, whether active

or passive.  Surely we have not come to this, a public endorsement as a speaker of a person who is so fatally flawed

on the most core moral issue facing the world today!  Surely we can find appropriate Catholic speakers, to speak

at a Catholic men’s conference, who support the core teachings of the Roman Catholic Faith.

We are sending copies of this letter to Archbishop Daniel Pilarczyk of Cincinnati, and Bishop Roger Foys of

Covington, because many of their churches are identified with this Conference, and have designated representatives

actively promoting it.

Sincerely,

ROBERT C. CETRULO, J.D. FRED H. SUMME, J.D.          ARTHUR M. KUNATH, M.D.

President, NKRTL Vice President, NKRTL          Board Member, NKRTL

620 Washington Street 4 West Fourth Street          President, St. Francis Assisi

Covington, KY 41011 Newport, KY 41071          Chapter, Catholics United

(859) 491-6200 (859) 431-6111          For the Faith

106 Bivouac

Ft. Thomas, KY 41071

(859) 781-8010

Enclosure

Copies to:

Most Rev. Roger J. Foys

Most Rev. Daniel E. Pilarczyk

Mr. Bob Ammer, Cincinnati Area President, Knights of Columbus

Mr. Gerald E. Benzinger

Fr. Gregory Bramlage

Mr. William R. Burleigh

Catholic Knights of Ohio

Mr. Thomas Denning

Mr. James A. Dressman, III

Mr. Lou Drouhard, State Pro-Life Activities Director, Knights of Columbus

Mr. Ron Hamm

Mr. Robert M. Hoffer

Mr. Robert Langenderfer

Mr. John Martin

Mr. Bill McGee
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Deacon Tom Nolan

Mr. John Sheifers

Mr. Thomas J. Stamm

Mr. David Willig
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Mr. Robert Langenderfer

37 Lake Drive

Florence, KY 41042

Mr. James A. Dressman, III

746 Hurstborne Lane

Edgewood, KY 41017

Mr. Thomas J. Stamm

1743 Monticello Drive

Ft. Wright, KY 41011

Mr. John Martin - Personal

c/o Johnny’s Toys

Howard Litzler & Boron Drive

Covington, KY 41015

Mr. David Willig

1771 Linneman Road

Cincinnati, OH 45238

Fr. Gregory Bramlage

Pastor, St. Anne’s Church

5267 N. Hamburg Road

Oldenburg, IN 47036

Deacon Tom Nolan - Personal

c/o St. Timothy Church

10272 Hwy. 42

P.O. Box 120

Union, KY 41091-0120

Mr. Bill McGee

St. Martin of Tours Church

639 South Shelby Street

Louisville, KY 40202 

Mr. John Sheifers

812 Kenridge Drive

Villa Hills, KY 41017

Mr. Thomas Denning

1 Dorothy Drive

Crestview, KY  
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Mr. Robert M. Hoffer

49 Sunnymede Drive

Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017

Mr. Gerald E. Benzinger

2726 Marlo Way

Lakeside Park, KY 41017

Mr. Ron Hamm

130 Kennedy Road

Ft. Wright, KY 41011

Mr. William R. Burleigh

11213 East Bend Road

Boone County, KY 41005

Most Rev. Roger J. Foys

Bishop of the Diocese of Covington

422 Wallace Avenue

Covington, KY 41014

Most Rev. Daniel E. Pilarczyk

Archbishop of Cincinnati

100 E. 8th Street

Cincinnati, OH 45202

Catholic Knights of Ohio

22005 Mastick Road

Fairview Park, OH 44126

Mr. Bob Ammer

Cincinnati Area President

Knights of Columbus

2290 Priest Road

Lawrenceburg, IN 47025-8331

Mr. Lou Drouhard

State Pro-Life Activities Director

Knights of Columbus

3178 Queen Road

Ravenna, OH 44266-9378


